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Illustrated with 33 photos of the authorâ€™s comrades, adventures and hospitals.When war broke

out in 1914, it was imagined in Britain that the war with Germany would be short and the need for

nursing staff over in France would be low as there should be very few casualties. The author, a

trained nurse from the Northern Midlands in England, decided that she would volunteer her services

immediately, but was rebuffed by the Red Cross and St Johnâ€™s Ambulance on the basis that they

had almost one nurse for every soldier in the field. Not to be deterred, she responded to an advert

which read: â€œTen nurses wanted at once for Antwerp; must be voluntary.â€• And off to Belgium

she went in August 1914.It was to be in Belgium that so many of these rosy presumptions that were

held by many were shattered early in the autumn of 1914, as the German steamroller thumped into

the Allied forces. In its wake the huge numbers of wounded flooded into the hospitals in Belgium

where our author was inundated with work. As the Germans moved forward, she and her fellow

hospital staff were moved backward from Antwerp, where she was briefly caught up in the siege,

escaping to Ghent, Bruges, Ostend and thence to France. She tended to the wounded amidst the

carnage of war almost unceasingly until a year later when she left France for England in October

1915.
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An interesting look into the life of a WWI war nurse. The young woman who recorded her 15 months

at war was a trained English nurse who went to Belgium to help in the hospitals there when the

British military refused her services. You get the impression that she was a very determined woman

but with a natural optimism which allowed her to deal with the horrors of battlefield that came

through her wards. Although, it was fairly short and not terribly detailed, it still gave you a good

impression of what these dedicated medical personnel went through.A note: There were issues with

the Kindle version of this book. Many of the photos were cut off, text was occasionally missing, and

the formatting was often messed up.
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